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TALK of the
TOWNship
From the
Manager's Desk
We completed a number of paving projects throughout the Township, including continuing the widening of Lindsey Road near the
Compost Site. This year, we began a massive
recalibration and installation of emergency
preemption devices along the Walnut Bottom corridor. This was supported, in part, by
a PennDOT “Green Light Go” grant. Work
will continue into next year. We also have a
significant number of transportation-related
projects planned for next year, you will read
more on that in the next Talk of the Township.
We also continued implementing recommendations of the Spring Meadows Park
master plan. We paved and lined the front
parking. In the coming months, we plan on
building a new bathroom and a tot lot. In the
springtime, we will also commence with a
master plan to address the rest of the Township’s central parks system. The Township has
a lot of open and recreational spaces, this is
quite an investment and something that our
residents enjoy. Also, quality parks have been
shown to have a direct positive impact on
home values. Therefore, we feel that a welldesigned and sound plan for our parks’ future
development is essential moving forward.
We also continue to implement provisions
of the 2009 Boiling Springs Livable Communities Plan. Next year, we hope to begin
engineering and initial construction of streetscaping and the installation of sidewalks in the
village. We should also have the final recommendations of the market feasibility analysis
by our consulting firm Derck & Edson that we
hope will guide business development in the
Boiling Springs area for the next decade.
The next newsletter will provide a specific
overview of the Township Budget along with
an overview of projects and initiatives for 2018.
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Snow Removal Procedures
The following are some general guidelines the Township implements
during a snow event:
•
•
•

•

•

Plowing begins when snow is three inches deep.
Top priorities are the main roads, as well as high importance locations
such as the Hospital and State Police barracks.
After the main roads are passable, road crews will attempt to open the
principle access road to each development. However, if the main roads
require additional attention, such
as for drifting snow, development
plowing may have to be delayed.
After the snow has stopped falling,
plows will return to the developments to make a pass on the roads
in each direction. Once all development roads are open, plows
will return to widen the road, if
possible, to the curb.
Residents can help in three ways: (1) Do not travel unless necessary;
(2) do not shovel or blow snow onto plowed or treated streets, this is
actually illegal; (3) and move your car off the street so that plows have
more room to operate. This is especially critical in cul-de-sacs.
It takes six hours for our road crews to cover the entire Township once,
please be patient, we will get to you.

Township Places New Veterans Memorial
at Spring Meadows Park
On Veterans Day, the Township dedicated a new veterans’ memorial at
Spring Meadows Park. The memorial’s key feature is a 70-foot tall flag pole
topped by a large American flag. The flag, which was installed in September,
can be seen at any point in the 91-acre park. It is also illuminated which
enables it to fly at all times throughout the year. You can actually see the
flag in the background of the “Bluebird Club” article’s photo.
The flag pole installation was spearheaded by Eagle Scout candidate
Matthew Otto and largely installed by the Township’s Parks Department.
Additional in-kind donations and contributions came from American Legion Post 674, Gleim Excavating, Union Quarries, AJ Kolva Electric, Waggoner Construction, and Schlusser’s Paving.
A memorial stone that honors Master Sergeant Scott Ball was relocated
from the rear of the park to the area beneath the flag pole. MSgt Ball was a
member of the PA National Guard and was killed in action in Afghanistan
in 2007. He was also a Trooper with the PA State Police in Carlisle and a
resident of South Middleton Township.
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If an after hours emergency occurs in the Township,
please observe the following procedures:

TAX COLLECTOR
Jennifer Varner
Voice and Fax 717 258-0127 • jvarner@smiddleton.com
www.smtaxvarner.com
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday, 9:30 am – 3:00 pm
or by appointment at Township Municipal Building
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Timothy Duerr - Zoning Officer/Assistant Director of
Community Development
tduerr@smiddleton.com

EMERGENCY

Police, Fire & Ambulance: Call 911
PA State Police Carlisle Non-Emergency: 717-249-2121
Roadways: Call the Township Office at 258-5324 and leave a
message. We will respond as quickly as we can.
If you have an emergency, please call 911.
Sewer & Water: Call the Municipal Authority Office at
258-6476. An answering service will direct your call.
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SUBDIVISION & LAND DEVELOPMENT PLANS
APPROVED:
• Microtel Inn & Suites – 1 lot, Westminster Drive, Final Land Development
• State Police Barracks – 1 lot, Dunwoody Drive, Final Land Development
• Ray & Jill Stiteler Lot Alteration, 2 lots, Greenfield Drive, Final Subdivision
• South Middleton Township Municipal Authority, 1 lot, 345 Lear Lane,
Conditional Use
PENDING:
• Forgedale Crossing Section 10A- 23 lots, Forgedale Crossing Subdivision,
Final Subdivision
• Old Town Run Mountain Lodge, 2 lots, Whiskey Springs Road, Final Minor
Subdivision
• Westmooreland Phase 1, 38 lots, Walnut Bottom Road, Final Subdivision
& Land Development
• Rugged Oak Canine Camp, 1 lot, 20 Woodcraft Drive, Conditional Use
• Dunkin Donuts, 1 lot, Dunwoody Drive, Final Land Development
• Carlisle United Methodist Church, 2 lots, 33 South Spring Garden Street,
Final Land Development

AARP Tax
Preparation
The AARP tax aides will be at the
South Middleton Township Building on Tuesdays beginning February
6, 2018 and ending April 10, 2018
from 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM. Call
717-258-5324 to make an appointment to have your income taxes
prepared. This program is to help
low- to moderate-income taxpayers,
especially those 60 and older.

Boiling Springs State Bank Building:
A “Tail” of Adaptive Re-Use
Our town’s first bank was built in 1920 at a cost
of $17,500, $224,000 in today’s money. This two-story
limestone building had two walk-in vaults, accepting
gold, silver, and cash. In 1938, the financial stress of the
Great Depression took its toll, and it is a mystery whether
the bank was robbed, or investors withdrew funds in
the middle of the night. The bank became many things
afterwards, but has remained in the Kiracofe Family.
In the 1940s, as Lakeview Apartments, tenant Kathryn
Gutshall braided rugs from old clothes. Rent was $13
per month. In the 1950s Viola Kiracofe and her bother,
Charles Merris, created a bakery in the basement for the
Carlisle Farmers Market. In 1964 the Boiling Springs Zoo
Park began with a Petting Zoo at 300 Front Street. Many
animals, such as chimpanzees, macaws, and bobcat
lived inside and out; during the winter, both alligators
and flamingos found shelter in the basement. In 1966
the Boiling Springs Zoo Park opened on Mountain Road, but many hand-raised animals came home to 300 Front
Street, and into the arms of my stepdad John and his sister Evelyn. Throughout the 1960s Jack and Viola Kiracofe
were researching and breeding rare waterfowl, using silky chickens to incubate eggs. In 1962 they added a third
story, where they published a periodical called ‘Modern Game Breeding’, collaborating with renowned American
artists and conservationists Ron Jenkins and Bob Elgas. In 1985 John and Valerie Kiracofe completely renovated
the building and grounds into a private residence, preserving its character and texture. Today the bank is still in
the family, as both residence and the private gallery of Handsome Red Productions, home of the annual Boiling
Springs Calendar.
Lt Col (Ret) Jorie Hanson, BSHS Class of ‘86
520 Park Drive, Boiling Springs, PA 17007 • 717-258-5324 • FAX 717-258-3577 • www.smiddleton.com

3

Township Ordinances and Resolutions
Over the past several months, the Board of Supervisors has considered and approved a number of ordinances and
resolutions. A copy of these documents can be found on the Township’s website or obtained at the Township offices.
All resolutions are effective immediately and ordinances five days after approval, unless otherwise noted. The following are a summary of these actions:
NEW ORDINANCES
Weight Limit – Ordinance No. 2017-07
Approved by the Board of Supervisors: September 28, 2017
Establishes a weight limit of seven tons on Zion Road.
Effective dates: October 3, 2017
NEW RESOLUTIONS
Township Capitalization Policy – Resolution No. 2017-13
Making adjustments to Township finances in accordance
with GASB 34.
Adopted: October 12, 2017
“Green Light-Go” Grant – Resolution No. 2017-12
Designates the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors as
the Township signer for these grants.
Adopted: November 9, 2017
Resolution No. 2017-11: REPEALED

Emergency Operations Plan – Resolution No. 2017-10
Readopts the Township’s Emergency Operations Plan
Adopted: September 28, 2017
Logistics Drive, Street Dedication – Resolution No.
2017-09
Accepts Logistics Drive as a Township-owned road.
Adopted: August 31, 2017
Fee Schedule – Resolution No. 2017-08
Makes minor adjustments to the SALDO and permit fee
schedules related to processing and inspections.
Adopted: July 14, 2017
Foundry Day – Resolution No. 2017-07
Establishes June 3, 2017 as “Foundry Day” in the Township; authorizes the placement of a banner over Rt. 174
(pursuant to State regulations).
Adopted: April 13, 2017

Winter Safety Tips
The cold winter months can be brutal but only if you are not prepared for them. Remember, when the temperatures drop, the snow falls, and the days are dark, you should take special precautions to be safe and secure throughout
the winter. Remember:
• Drive extra safe in the snow. Driving in the winter • Recognize the signs of frostbite (white, waxy, or
grayish-yellow skin that is also cold and numb) and
means changing the way you drive. Snow, sleet, and
hypothermia (low body temperature manifested
ice can lead to hazardous road conditions. Prepare
in shivering then drowsiness or exhaustion, confuyour vehicle for the winter season by ensuring it is
sion, shallow breathing, irregular heartbeat, slurred
properly tuned and prepared for the winter (e.g. antispeech, loss of coordination and, eventually, unconfreeze and windshield wiper fluids topped off, winter
sciousness). The extreme for frostbite is amputation
tires on and properly inflated, emergency gear if you
and for hypothermia, possibly death.
get stranded, and many other. Know how to drive and
•
Prevent carbon monoxide poising by ensuring that
stop in icy conditions. Also, never leave home withyour heating system of gas or coal-burning appliout a shovel, gloves, and warm clothes. Also, as you
ances and chimney (if you have one) are serviced
drive, watch out for kids playing in the street.
every year and are properly vented. Do not use a gas
• Shovel safely: Shoveling snow can be a great workout,
oven for heating, nor a generator inside or within 20
but it can also be dangerous to certain people or if
feet of any window, door, or vent. Do not use pornot done correctly. Do not shovel after eating, take
table flameless chemical heaters indoors. Never
it slow, shovel only fresh, powdery snow (it’s lighter),
let a car idle in the garage. Know the symptoms of
push the snow rather than lifting, but if you do lift,
carbon monoxide poisoning (i.e. headache, fatigue,
use a small shovel or partly fill it, lift with your legs,
confusion, shortness of breath, nausea or vomiting,
and take a break when you need one. If using a snow
and dizziness or complete loss of muscle control or
blower, please follow the safety directions.
consciousness).
• When playing outside, make sure you and your children are properly bundled up, with coats, mittens
(rather than gloves), and boots. Also, cover your ears For more safety tips, please visit the National Safety
and wear warm dry socks. If it is too cold, go in and Council’s winter safety tips at, http://www.nsc.org/
learn/Pages/safety-events-winter-safety.aspx
have hot chocolate instead.
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TOWNSHIP MEETING SCHEDULE
All meetings are subject to final approval and advertisement by the various boards involved.
Please check the Township website or call the Township office for an update.
2
8
8
10
16
18
18
22
24

JANUARY
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM
Zoning Hearing Board........................ 5:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM
Planning Commission........................ 6:00 PM
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM
Parks & Recreation Board................... 6:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM

8
12
12
14
15
20
26
28
29

MARCH
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM
Zoning Hearing Board........................ 5:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM
Parks & Recreation Board................... 6:00 PM
Planning Commission........................ 6:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM

8
12
12
14
15
20
22
26
28

FEBRUARY
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Zoning Hearing Board........................ 5:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM
Parks & Recreation Board................... 6:00 PM
Planning Commission........................ 6:00 PM
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM

9
9
11
12
17
19
23
25
26

APRIL
Zoning Hearing Board........................ 5:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM
Planning Commission........................ 6:00 PM
Parks & Recreation Board................... 6:00 PM
Municipal Authority........................... 6:00 PM
Building Code Appeals Board............ 4:00 PM
Board of Supervisors........................... 6:00 PM

Meeting Locations: Board of Supervisors, Planning Commission, Zoning Hearing Board and Parks & Recreation Board: South Middleton
Township Municipal Building, 520 Park Drive, Boiling Springs, PA 17007

Municipal Authority: South Middleton Township Municipal Authority Office, 345 Lear Lane, Boiling Springs, PA 17007

Anyone with special needs requesting assistance at any meeting should please contact the Township Office at least one week prior to the
meeting date to make arrangements for assistance.

South Middleton Township
2018 Holiday Schedule
The Township Office will be closed on the
following holidays for the 2018 year.
January 1

New Year’s Day

March 30

Good Friday

May 28

Memorial Day

July 4 		

Independence Day

Sept 3

Labor Day

Nov 12

Veteran’s Day

Nov 22

Thanksgiving Day

Nov 23

Friday after Thanksgiving

Dec 24

Christmas Eve

Dec 25

Christmas

From th e Tax Colle ctor
Happy Holidays! Please remember that all unpaid Real
Estate Taxes (County, Township, School, and certain interim
bills) must be paid by December 31, 2017. After this date,
unpaid taxes will be turned over to the Cumberland County
Tax Claim Bureau. 2018 County/Township bills will be mailed
the beginning of March 2018. If you are paying your taxes
through on-line/web banking, please remember to put the
tax bill number in the memo section. I am now accepting
credit cards as a form of payment. The credit card processing company currently charges a 2.65% processing fee that is
based on the amount of your bill. This fee is added to your
credit card payment. To pay by credit card, please come to
my office in the Township Building and please bring a form
of photo identification.
My office will close at noon on Friday, December 29, 2017.
From January 8, 2018-February 16, 2018, my office hours will be
Wednesdays 9:30-3:00. My regular office hours will begin February 20, 2018 and will be Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays
9:30-3:00. I am also available to meet by appointment during
any of these times. Please call me at 717-258-0127 or email me
at jvarner@smiddleton.com with any questions. Thank you!
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Attention Bluebird Lovers!
The Bluebird Trail in the Township’s central parks system is growing. Last year, due to the hard work of the South Middleton Bluebird
Club, the number of birdhouses almost doubled, from 12 to 23 homes,
resulting in over 100 baby bluebirds. Each club member inspected
four to six homes every week over the year, to monitor the babies and
to make sure they were safe. Long sought after as songbirds, bluebirds
are related to the American robin, but instead of gray feathers like their
springtime cousins, bluebirds are noted for their striking blue backs.
In addition to the aesthetic beauty and pleasing songs they add to any garden, they also
serve a key role in controlling insect breeding,
making them natural pest managers.
To build on this year’s success, in 2018 the
Bluebird Club plans on raising more funds to
replace and add new homes, including along
the Township’s new 1.25 mile-long StamyDickinson Trail, as well as at Allenberry. If
you are interested in helping to ensure that
these lovely creatures keep thriving, please
consider joining the Bluebird Club. It is fun
and easy to do. Contact Duff Manweiler at rdm1028@aol.com or 717243-4312. The best part is when you have your first batch of babies
and get to track them the whole way through until they leave the nest.
The Club also always needs more homes. Members paint them and
place the sponsor’s name on them before installing them in the parks.
To sponsor two homes, send $25 to: South Middleton Bluebird Club,
P.O. Box338, Boiling Springs, PA, 17007.
The Township would like to thank current Club members for all
the work they have done to add to the beauty of our parks!

Home Septic Support
Last year, the Township began the
new procedure of notifying home property owners in the final year of their
three-year mandatory pumping cycle.
This change in process has dramatically
decreased costs by eliminating the need
to send multiple mailings throughout
the Township multiple times over the
course of many years. It also has led to
more tanks are being pumped, improving
the environment for everyone by ensuring that septic systems are not pushed
beyond their maximum capacity. The
fact that pumping a septic system could
be costly is not lost on the Township.
Therefore, if you are having difficulty affording to pump, or need to replace an
inadequate system, there are a number
of resources available to help. The PA
Housing Finance Agency offers lowinterest grants for system replacement;
the USDA Rural Development Office and
the US Housing and Urban Development
also have programs that might be of assistance. Please call the Township for
more information.

How to Protect Your Mailbox during the Winter
ing a cement base by digging a larger hole and setting
We don’t like it any more than you do, but unfortuthe pole in concrete will lend extra support. A rule of
nately, it is a common occurrence. During the winter,
there is perhaps no greater victim of plowed snow than
thumb, stay away from wooden mailbox mounts and
the poor, humble mailbox. No matter how careful and
stick with thick metal posts.
deliberate our Road Crews do their jobs, whenever snow,
• Step 3: Install new hardware. Add a protective base
particularly when it is wet and heavy, is plowed off of the
or mailbox enclosure to withstand or deflect snow.
street, there is the potential for mailbox damage. But, there
Another less costly option would be a mailbox swing.
are actions you can take to ensure your mailbox can put
This item is a swinging joint that connects the mailbox
up a fair fight during the winter (these suggestions come
mount to the pole that absorbs the impact of snow and
from doityourself.com):
swings the box around.
• Step 1: Check your location. The Township is not responsible for damage to mailboxes. But, placing the • Step 4: Shovel snow. Keep the area around the mailbox
free of snow.
box as far back from the street as possible can make a
remarkable difference in minimizing the impact thrown • Step 5: Add a warning. Make your mailbox as visible as
snow may have. Contact the Post Office for more inforpossible so that we (and PennDOT) can see the box. A
mation on the best location consistent with the Postal
colorful flag or spray-painted rod may not stop the snow
Service’s regulations.
but will act as a marker to avoid actual contact with the
box by the plow blade.
• Step 2: Bolster your defenses. Every fall, make it a point
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to check the strength of the mailbox mount. Mounting
polls should be set at least 1½ feet into the ground. Add-

New Stamy-Dickinson
Walking Trail Taking
Shape
By the time you receive this Talk of the
Township, the new 1.25-mile walking trail
connecting the village of Boiling Springs
to our central parks system should be
complete. Supported in part by a county
Land Partnership grant, this trail was the
culmination of a lot of work and could not
have been done without the assistance of
the Stamy Family and Dickinson College,
across whose properties the new trail traverses. A portion of the trail also parallels
Park Drive just outside of the village.
According to home search site trulia.
com, walking trails are considered the No.
1 neighborhood feature to increase home
values. Hiking offers the chance to get a
decent cardio workout while enjoying the
outdoors, without having to worry about
dodging cars on the road. With the nearby
Appalachian Trail, Boiling Springs is truly
becoming a burgeoning outdoor recreation
hub. We hope in the coming years to expand South Middleton’s trail network so
that it will be possible to walk from Carlisle,
to our parks, to Boiling Springs, and then
possibly to Maine or Georgia via the Appalachian Trail.

Building & Zoning Permits
Starting January 2018, the Township will be accepting applications for building and zoning permits at the Codes Department office
window, next to the Tax Collector’s office. Previously, such permits
were processed at the Receptionist’s desk. All applications must
be complete when submitted.
Unfortunately, if any deficiencies
are later found after submission, those applications will be
denied. Denied or rejected applications must be picked-up by
the applicant once requested to
do so. The Township will not be
responsible for any application
after it has been denied or rejected. To assist you during the application process, checklists for permit applications are available on the
Township’s website. Any questions or concerns that you may have
regarding permits, please contact the Township for further details.

Passes Available for Compost Site
A friendly reminder that a vehicle identification windshield
sticker is required for access to the Township’s compost facility at
615 Lindsey Road. The permits are available to all Township residents, and those individuals maintaining a property in the Township, at no cost. Stickers may be obtained at the Township Building
during normal working hours or by submitting a registration form
that may be found on the Township’s website. You may email your
completed form and have a sticker mailed to you. Commercial
landscapers hired to maintain private property will not be required
to obtain a sticker but must continue to obtain a Township-issued
release form.

Keep Fire Hydrants
Clear of Snow
In an emergency situation, every second matters. However, during the winter, when snow falls, too often we forget
that fire hydrants can become covered or blocked by snow.
Hydrants that are difficult to find or access can lead to delays
and impeded response during an emergency. The time an
emergency responder must dedicate to first, locating a hidden hydrant, and second, clearing it of snow is precious time
wasted, time that should be dedicated to fighting a fire.
Having a fire hydrant near your home is actually a benefit
in terms of lowered home insurance premiums. So, if you
have a hydrant near your home, you have an obligation to
ensure it is not only clear of snow, but the area leading to it
and around it is also clear for easier access. Also, consider
helping elderly friends, neighbors, or those with medical conditions keep their fire hydrants clear. Involve the
whole block, it is a great way to get to know one another and your actions may just save a life.
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From the
South Middleton Township
Officials & Staff
We wish you and your loved
ones a Merry Christmas
& a Happy New Year!
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LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

! Clip and Save
C O M P O S T S I T E S C H E D U L E Compost Site Rules
MON.

TUES.

WED.

THUR.

FRI.

2 pm - 5 pm

JANUARY

SAT.
8 am - 1 pm
8 am - 1 pm

FEBRUARY
MARCH

2 pm - 5 pm

2 pm - 5 pm

2 pm - 5 pm

8 am - 1 pm

APRIL

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

8 am - 1 pm

MAY

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

8 am - 1 pm

JUNE

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

8 am - 3 pm

JULY

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

8 am - 3 pm

AUGUST

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

8 am - 3 pm

SEPTEMBER

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

8 am - 1 pm

OCTOBER

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

2 pm - 6 pm

8 am - 1 pm

2 pm - 5 pm

2 pm - 5 pm

2 pm - 5 pm 2 pm - 5 pm

8 am - 1 pm

2 pm - 5 pm

2 pm - 5 pm

2 pm - 5 pm

8 am - 1 pm

NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

2 pm - 5 pm

615 Lindsey Road, Carlisle

CLOSED HOLIDAYS AND INCLEMENT WEATHER

Must be a South Middleton Township resident. Please remove
all containers and bags.
Accepted
• Leaves on leaf pile only
• Brush/shrubbery clippings
• Dry ornamental grass
• Logs under 8” diameter/less than 6’ long
• Pine cones and seed pods in compost only
• Shrubbery roots that are free of dirt and stones
Not Accepted
• Weeds from garden
• Grass clippings, garbage, dirt, stones
• Nuts, Fruit, Vegetables
• Corn fodder, Corn cobs, Mulch/Old Compost
• Construction materials
• Logs over 8” in diameter
• The Compost Site is a No Smoking facility.
• Residents are required to have an access sticker afixed to
their windshield (preferably in the lower corner of the passenger side) or access will be denied.
• No commercial business or hauler may drop off or pick up any
product without a completed authorization form. The forms are
available at Township office and must be signed by a Township
resident.
• Leaf mulch and tanbark are free to Township residents, but
must be hand loaded.
• Due to the high probability of vehicle damage or bodily
harm, Township residents and employees are prohibited from
machine loading any product.
• The Township staff appreciates the cooperation of all involved
with the operation of the compost site, as we pride ourselves in
providing a quality product free of charge in a safe environment
to all residents.
• Questions shall be directed to South Middleton Township
Road Director Russel Yinger.

